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In 2011, experts from the Konecranes Training Institute 
analyzed 249 OSHA reported crane incidents that occurred 
over the period of a decade in the U.S. 

In 2021 we took a look at the data for the next decade 
and analyzed the 70 incidents that had occurred. While the 
number of incidents has gone down, the types of injuries 
and their causes has remained relatively the same. 

The data shown here is for the combined 319 incidents 
that occurred from 2000-2020.

Source: Analysis of Crane Accidents and Fatalities, October 2011 and May 2021. This data is the result of a study completed by the Konecranes Training Institute in New Berlin, Wis. in 2011 and updated in 2021. Data was obtained from the U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Safety 
& Health Administration. The study analyzed 249 industrial overhead crane incidents that occurred over a 10-year period from 2000-2010. The update analyzed 70 industrial overhead crane incidents OSHA defines as a fatality or catastrophe that occurred from 2011-2020. The study and 
the information presented is an analysis and summary of the obtained data and does not take into account the identity of, or attribute liability to, any parties involved in the incidents and in no way states, concludes or infers that Konecranes was involved in any respect in such incidents.

Top causes of the incidents Areas of the body injured

  319 incidents involved 

1 013 OSHA violations

180 injuries 161 fatalities

More than 

$2.9 million 
in OSHA fines

Estimated economic impact of more than

$500 million

Areas of the body that sustained injuries

Occupation of those injured or killed

Top causes  
and results of  
the incidents

X 10 MILLION
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Severe injuries involving overhead cranes
In 2015, OSHA began requiring employers to report all severe work-related injuries defined as an amputation, in-patient hospitalization 
or loss of an eye. From Jan. 1, 2015 – Sept. 30, 2020 there were 411 incidents reported involving industrial overhead cranes.

Prevention is key
Workplace incidents can result in devastating injuries and fatalities. 
The cost of equipment replacement and lost production time can be 
staggering. A properly maintained crane in the hands of a trained operator 
helps create a safer and more productive work environment. 

At Konecranes our objective is to increase the safety, productivity and 
sustainability of your operations. From inspections and preventive 
maintenance, to operator training and remote monitoring we have a wide 
range of services to address your safety concerns.

When the time comes for new equipment, we also offer cranes designed 
with the latest technology and features for safe operation.

15% 
Caught in, compressed or 
struck by equipment (crane, 
slings, below-the-hook devices)

50% 
Caught in, compressed 
or struck by load

23% 
Load drop

1% 
LOTO

.5% 
Direct exposure 
to electricity

10% 
Fall

72% of incidents happened 
during routine job activities

Of the 319 OSHA-
investigated 

incidents 63% 
may have been 

prevented by 
proper training

 74% amputations 
 12% fractures 
 8% crushing

$200 000more 
than $4 millionmore 

than

Average cost of major injury Average cost of fatality

24% head

16% hands and fingers

14% leg(s) 

10% foot

9% chest

25% other

60% crane operators

14% maintenance employee

8% rigger or signal person

6% production employee

3% millwright

9% other

3% head

46% hands and fingers

17% leg(s)

12% foot

8% chest (torso)

8% other

6% arms

38%
Crushed by the load (load 
swing, load drop or by an 
unstable load being placed 
and immediately falling over)

27% 
Load dropped (most common root causes 
of load drops: poor rigging practices)

11% 
Caused by a fall 
(from heights 
of 8ft. to more 
than 100 ft.)

11% 
Injured person crushed/run over 
by overhead or gantry crane

10%
Improper/absent Lock 
Out Tag Out (LOTO) 

8% 
Other

 36% of all fatalities
 42% of all injuries

 48% poor crane maintenance
 13% wire rope breaking

91% of these 
incidents resulted 
in a fatality
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